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FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 21, 1883.
SACO, MAINE:
Fl FI ELD & PAGE, BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS.
1883.
TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1882.
Clerk—Robert A. Bradbury.
Town Agent—Samuel A. Hill.
Treasurer—Samuel Hanson.
Collector and Constable—W. A. McCorison.
Auditor—N. C. Watson.
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of Poor—Samuel A. Hill.
M. L. H. Owen, John G. Locke.
Superintending School Committee—Horace Harmon, Oscar 
0. Owen, E. B. Hopkinson.
Warrant for the Annual Town 
Meeting, March 5,1883.
7b llrarren J. McCorison, Constable of Buxton, in the County 
of York. G Ji EE TING :
ARTICLES.
First—To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting.
Second—To choose all necessary Town officers for the year 
ensuing.
Third—To see how much money said inhabitants will grant 
and raise for the support, of Schools the ensuing year.
Fourth—To sec how much money said inhabitants will grant 
and raise for the support of the Poor the ensuing year, and also 
for the deficiency of last year.
Fifth—To see how much money said inhabitants will grant 
and raise for Contingent expenses the ensuing year, and also for 
the deficiency of 1882.
Sixth—To see if said inhabitants will vote to purchase The 
Eureka Road Alachine,'one or more, for the repair of highways.
Seventh—To see how much money said inhabitants will grant 
and raise for repairs of Highways the ensuing year: and how 
said money shall be expended.
In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required 
to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Buxton, 
qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to assemble at the Town 
House, in said town, on Monday the fifth day of March next, at 






SAMUEL A. HILL, 
M. L. H. OWEN, 
JOHN G. LOCKE,
Eighth.—To see how much money said inhabitants will grant 
and raise for the repair of Bridges the ensuing year.
Ninth—To see how much money said inhabitants will vote to 
grant and raise for the Indebtedness of the Town the ensuing 
year.
Tenth—To see if said inhabitants will instruct the Treasurer 
to renew the outstanding Town Notes, or any fraction thereof, at a 
lower rate of interest, than said notes now bear.
Eleventh—To see if said inhabitants will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen to convey the property taxed to Sarah A. Hall, or un­
known, and sold for taxes .March 27, 1880, upon the payment of 
the amount of all taxes on said property, with simple interest on 
the same from the time of said sale.
Twelfth—To see if said inhabitants will instruct the Assessors 
to canvass the Town for the appraisement of the property the 
ensuing year.
Thirteenth—To see what method said inhabitants will adopt 
to employ School Teachers the ensuing year.
Fourteenth—To see if said inhabitants will vote to accept the 
report of the several Town Officers.
Fifteenth—To see if said inhabitants will vote to accept the 
list of Jurors as prepared by the Municipal Officers, Clerk and 
Treasurer.
Sixteenth—'Co see if said inhabitants will instruct the Select­
men to paint the Town House.
Seventeenth—To see what inducement, if any, said inhabitants 
will offer for the prompt payment of taxes the ensuing year.
Eighteenth—To see what per cent, said inhabitants will vote 
to pay for collecting the taxes the ensuing year.
The Selectmen give notice that they shall be in session for the 
purpose of revising and correcting the list of voters at the 
Selectmen’s office, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, on Saturday, the 
third day of March, A. D. 1883. Also on the day of said meet­
ing at nine o’clock A. M.





































The undersigned, Selectmen of the Town of Buxton, herewith 
submittheir annual report for the municipal year, ending Febru­
ary 21, 1883.
The whole number of orders drawn on 




premium on Town notes, 
discount allowed on taxes,
) Exempt from 










For support of schools.
“ •• t( poor.
“ contingent expenses.




< Iverlay in assessment, 
Supplementary assessment. 
Highway deficiency, 1881.


















Whole amount assessed and committed 
to Warren A. McCorison for col­
lection,
Amount of Town tax.
Rate of assessment. 19 mills on a dollar. 
Pull tax. S3.
Whole amount assessed.
School Fund and Mill Tax, 1SS2, 
(’ash from rent of Town Hall.
" il sale of cow, Town Farm.
Received from the Town of Hollis,
“ “ “ “ Standish,
Hollis,
(------- •),
Railroad and Telegraph Tax, 1882.
















medical attendance and burial of
2S 00
Due from other towns,







SUPPORT OK POOR---- PARTIAL AID.
E. B. Ilopkinson, supplies furnished Mi's. Al. Gilbert, 
Maine I nsane Hospital, support of L. A. Hanscom lu 
II. N. Bradbury, wood furnished Mrs. Sarah Earle.
1881,
C. A. Waterman, wood and supplies furnished M 
Gilbert, 1881-2,
S. J. Locke, casket, robe and burial child of .John 
Dyer, (Hollis),
City of Saco, care.
Airs. Al. Caton,
'Thomas J. Cole, support of Airs. Al. Gilbert,





















Expense of Town Farm.
STOCK AND TOWN EARM PRODUCTS ON HAND 
FEBRUARY 15.
1 pr. 4 yr. old steers. 2 cows, 1 2 yr. old heifer, 5 sheep, 3 
swine, 53 hens, 3 tons English hay, 1 .1-2 tons salt hay, 1 ton 
meadow hay and straw, 4 bn. corn, 8 bn. meal, 1 bag shorts, 7 
bn. oats, 4 bn. beans. 1 bn. peas, 75 bn. potatoes. 1 bbl. flour, 2
Sale of cow on Town Farm,
Homer L. Martin, for 3 sheep,
Charles W. McKenney, fence boards, 1880,
Samuel Dunn, Agt. on farm, 6 months’ services, bal. 
due 1881, and 6 months services 1882,
Anse! IL Porter, supplies furnished, 1881,
L. H. Daggett, 3 bags meal, 2 bags c. s. 
lbs. fish,
Charles Bradbury. 6 acres grass,
W. A. Alden, 5 bbls, flour, and freight, 75e,
Ansel C. Porter, supplies furnished,
L. J. Milliken, “ “
Andrew Hawes, 10 bn., $9.20, 12 bn. meal. $10.56, 
200 lbs. c. s. meal, $3.50, 415 lbs. shorts, $4.98,
Aj L. Berry, 15 bu. plaster.
J. (_). H. Burnham. M. D., medical attendance, 
Edgecomb & I‘ike, butchering one hog, 
James Towle, supplies, 1881.
9
TOWN FARM PRODUCTS SOLD BY AGENT.
$259 12
BOUGHT BY AGENT FOR TOWN FARM.
11




IS 1-2 bu. oats,
3 1-2 bu. beans,
4 1-2 bu. Green peas, 
152 1-2 pounds butter, 
268 1-3 doz. eggs,
21 bu. potatoes, 
214 lbs. Poultry, 







H. W. Palmer, 590 lbs. superphosphate,
C. Boynton, grass,
J. L. Sawyer, blacksmith work, 
Andrew Hawes, grain,
A. L. Berry, 3 bn. corn,
“ plaster,






























bbls, pork, 35 lbs. lard, 25 lbs. butter, 30 lbs. fish, 1-2 bbl. cu­
cumbers, 4 bu. turnips, 1 bbl. vinegar, beds and bedding for 8 
beds.
10
Sundries, as per book, for house and farm, 




Number of inmates, 9. Names and ages—James M. Andrews, 
73, James Gould, 61, Leonard Harmon, 68, Aaron Whitten, 35, 
tylary Stoddard, 60, Geo. W. Edgerly, 62, Mrs. Shuah Merrill, 72, 
l^rs. Mary Strout, 78, Mrs. Mariah Gilbert, 93.
Contingent and Incidental.
Constable for 1881, in
$7 00
18 60














as S. S. Com. for 1881,
W. A. McCorrison, services as
full,
Samuel A. Hill, services as Selectman, etc., including 
$6.60, amount paid for stationery and postage, 
1881, in full,
M. L. H. Owen, services as 
in full,
John G. Locke, services as Selectman, etc., for 1881, 
in full,
E. B. Hopkinson, services
in full,
E. B. Hopkinson, services as S. S. Coin.,
Hoyt, Fogg & Bonham, 3 doz. H» S. books and 50 
blanks, (appointments), 3 30
1 Collector’s book, 1 50
1 Inventory, 3 00
1 order book for Selectmen’s office, 2 25
Mrs. Harriett Irish, Gorham, injuries sustained by de* 
feet in highway, Bist. No. 14,
Samuel A. Hill, witness fees paid in preparation for 
trial, Mrs. Irish vs. Buxton,
W. S. Bennett, plan of roads at Chicopee, in prepara­
tion for trial, Mrs. Irish vs. Buxton,
R. P. Tapley, Esq., counsel in case of Mrs. Irish vs. 
Buxton,
H. H. Hunt, M. B., professional services, Mrs. Irish,
John C. Mayo, damage to carriage, Bist. No. 34,
Oscar O. Owen, services S. S. Com.,




















as Selectman, Assessor and
Horace Hannon, services as S. S. Com., 1881, in full, 
“ “ “ 1882, in part,
M. L. H. Owen, guide boards and posts,
N. C. Watson, services as Auditor, 1881,
Prescott Bros., printing Town reports, 1881,
Frederick Rounds, injuries received by defect in high­
way, Di st. No. 14,
Arthur Boothby, Collector’s fees, 1880, in full,
Samuel A. .Hill, services as Selectman, Assessor, Over­
seer of Poor and Town Agent,
M. L. H. Owen, services as Selectman, Assessor and 
Overseer of Poor,
John G. Locke, services
Overseer of Poor,
Geo. Willard Foss, witness fees, Sawyer vs. Buxton, 
John W. Dean, guide boards and setting glass in Town
House,
W. A. McCorison, services as Constable, in part,
“ “ Collector’s fees, bills of 1881, in part,
Acel Eaton, “ “ “ 1879, «
Samuel Hanson, sendees as Treasurer,
































J. G. Norton, 21-2 “
C. H. Cressy, 2 1-2 “
M. C. Owen, 11-2 « 
Waterman Bros., IGO ft. plank, 
M. L. H. Owen, 3 days’ labor,
Nathaniel Emery, labor, stone and board of men on 
bridge, Dist. No. 10,
Noah M. Eaton, hauling stone, Dist. No. 10,
Bradbury Bros., 20 yds. stone, $>30, and labor,
Dist. No. 10,
John G. Locke, labor and oxen, hauling, Dist.
No. 10,
Jas. G. Hanscom, 3 days’ labor on
No. 10,
Arthur Boothby, 2 days on bridge, Dist. No. 10,
Chas. H. Bradbury, 10 1-2 days’ labor and timber,
Dist. No. 10, 21 58
Charles W. McKenney, bridge plank, Dist. No. 4, 1880, 
cc a cc cc ig cc
“ “ “ “ 37, 1881,
Isaac H. Towle, stone, Dist. No. 4, washout 1881,
Wm. H. Rankins, labor on abutment Bar Mills Bridge, 
1881,
Thos. Hill, 4 1-2 days and timber, Dist. No 15,





highway, Dists. No. 34
6 25






















John G. Locke, 3 1-2 days’ labor and expense, bridge, 
Dist. No. 4,
Win. B. Merrill, labor on bridge, Dist. No. 8,
Elisha Douglass, “ “ “
C. W. McKenney, 2,512 ft. bridge plank, Dist. No. 1, 
“ ‘ 383 " “ “ 3,
" “ 5,409 “ “ “ 4,
“ “ 380 “ “ “ 8,
" “ 1,375 “ “ “ 10,
“ “ 188 “ “ “ 19,
“ ■■ 144 “ “ “ 27,
“ “ surveying the above,
Ansel H. Porter, bridge plank, “ “ 6,
I. L. Cane, “ 13,
A. L. Berry, lumber and labor, Bar Mills bridge, Dist.
No. 4,
A. L. Berry, lumber and labor, Mill bridge, Dist. No. 4, 
L. L. Piles, 551 ft. plank, Dist.. No. 21, 1881, 
Waterman Bros., 740 ft. plank, Dist. No. 21, 
W. F. Hopkinson, railing bridge in Dist. No. 14, 
S. Meserve & Son, nails and spikes, “ 4,
E. Libby, hauling timber forbridge, Dist. No. 4, 1881,
S501 58
ORDERS DRAWN FOR THE REPAIR OF 
HIGHWAYS.
Sewall L. Rankins, labor on highway, Dist. No. 26, per
order of Selectmen, 1S78,
Arthur Boothby, labor on highway, Dists. No. 34 
and 37, 17 75
John G. Locke, labor on highway, Dists. No. 34
and 37,
C. C. Thompson, labor on
and 37,




highway, Dists. No. 34
2 75





















A. Palmer, labor on highway, Dists. No. 34 and 
37,
D. L. Palmer, labor on 
and 37,
S. W. Scribner, labor on
and 37,
Charles E. Emery, pickaxe, Dist. No. 12,
C. A. Flood, labor on highway, Dist. No. 21, 1881,
Fred It. Wells, labor, 2 .1-2 days, .$3.13, 35 pine posts, 
$5.25, Dist. No. 20, 60 ash posts, spikes, dinners, 
etc., for selectmen, $1 00,
James Brackett, 3 1-2 days’ labor, Dist. No. 20,
Geo. II. Libby, 2 days’ labor and lot of posts, Dist. No. 
21,
M. L. II. Owen, 3 1-2 days on Dist. No. 20,
V\ . A. McCorison, labor, horses and hand 3 1-2 
days, List. No. 2.1, 10 50
M. C. Owen, labor, horses and hand 3 1-2 days,
Dist. No. 21, 10 50
F. R. Wells, labor, horses and hand 3 1-2 days, 
Dist. No. 21,
A. U. Abbott, labor, horses and hand 3 1-2 days,
Dist. No. 21,
C. II. Cressy, labor,
No. 21,
E. M. Hill, labor, oxen and hand, 2 days, Dist.
No. 21,
D. F. Clay, labor, 4 days, Dist. No. 21,
Franklin Pinkham, labor, 4 days, Dist. No. 21,
James H. Clay, 3 days’ labor on Dist. No. 21,
C. A. Waterman, 1 1-2 days’ labor on Dist. No.
21,
E. J. C. Owen, 1 day’s labor on Dist. No. 21,
M. L. H. Owen, 4 days’ labor on Dist. No. 21,
J. A. Norton, 2 days’ labor on Dist. No. 21,
36











Bills of 1876 and ’79.




Premium on Town Loan, 1881,
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Auditor’s Report
OF THE FINANCES OF THE TOWN.
$24,847 48
Buxton, Feb. 21, 1883.
RESOURCES.
Due from State of Maine,
Due from collectors and others,
(See Treasurer’s Report.)
Due from non-resident taxes,





Interest on the same to March 1, 1883, 
Due the several school districts, 
Due on unsettled accounts, (estimated), 












careful examination of the foregoing accounts, the un­
dersigned finds them to be correct, and respectfully submits them 
to the inhabitants of the town for their approval.
N. C. WATSON, Auditor.
REPORT OF THE
Superintending School Committee.
Fellow Citizens:—The closing of another school year de­
mands of the Superintending School Committee another report 
of our schools, which is herewith submitted for your considera­
tion.
District No. 1. Union Falls.
Summer Term.—Nellie H. Boothby, teacher. This school was 
visited but once, and that early in the term. Everything was 
going on nicely, with 3 scholars present.
District No. 2. Scarboro’Corner.
Summer Term.—Emma S. Smith, teacher. The work of this 
school was very satisfactory. Faithful and earnest endeavors for 
the good of the school characterized her teaching.
Winter Term.—Rev. J. II. Sawyer, teacher. Nir. Sawyer is a 
teacher of large experience and ability. At our first visit we 
found good discipline and prompt recitations. The closing ex­
amination showed that the teacher’s careful and pains-taking ef­
forts had produced unquestionable results.
District No. 3. Groveville.
Summer Term.—Miss Mary B. Cobb, teacher. At the com­
mencement we found the school very orderly and quiet and no 
whispering allowed; teacher and scholars interested and hard at 
work, indicating a profitable term. The school closed one week 
earlier than was expected, and as the agent failed to notify the 
committee no visit was made.
Winter Term of 12 weeks. Number attending, 25. Miss Cobb 
taught this term, also, which was visited by the committee twice. 
The teacher’s usual discipline was not as well sustained this term 
as in former terms, and in examination some of the classes failed 
to show that degree of thoroughness which we expected; while
22
DISTRICT No. 5. SjIA 1)1 GEE.
District No. 6.—Chicopee.
•Summer Term.—Fannie F. Hill, Teacher. This school was 
taught by a young teacher of but little experience, yet a desir­
able degree of improvement was manifest at our second visit. 
The teacher labored arduously and faithfully for the interest and 
welfare of the school.
Winter Term.—Wm. Norton, Teacher. Mr. Norton had 
taught here last winter with such marked ability, success, ami 
entire satisfaction to the members of the district, that his 
services were procured for this term. He has the respect and 
confidence of his scholars and used skillful methods for their 
mental improvement. Here we saw that reciprocity of feelings 
between teacher and pupils which makes a successful and inter­
esting school.
Summer Term.—Miss Fanny Hopkinson, teacher. At our 
first visit we found the room tidy, teacher evidently in earnest, 
and no whispering allowed, but the scholars were restless and not 
inclined to study, and a number of classes were required to take 
their lessons over.
At the final visit the school was more orderly and showed hard 
work on the teacher's part, but not so much by the scholars. 
The lessons were not well committed as a whole, and on exam­
ination the classes failed to show a satisfactory advancement.
Fall and winter Terms.—Oscar 0. Owen teacher. We should 
be pleased to dwell at length on the excellent manner in which 
the school was classed and the work laid out, but it is sufficient
others acquited themselves with credit to scholars and teacher. 
Especially was this the case with some of the reading classes.
District No. 4. Salmon Falls.
Summer Term.—Georgianna Bounds, teacher. We were well 
pleased with the appearance of this school. Miss Bounds is an 
active and zealous laborer in the school-room and her efforts are 
i n tel 1 i gen t]y d i rec ted.
.’Winter Term.—Ambrose C. Locke, teacher. This school is 
still in session, under the care of one of our best teachers. At 
the first visit the outlook for a good school was never better, and 
at a second visit we found our predictions were not wrongly 
made, and we feel justified in pronouncing this one of the very 
best schools in town.
23
District No. 10. Scribner.
Summer Term.—Miss Emma A. Flood. Teacher. We found 
this school under the perfect control of the teacher, who. by her 
cheerful and earnest efforts, succeeded in infusing a degree of in­
terest into the scholars which could not fail to produce healthful 
results. When we visited the school at the close of the term it 
was on a very stormy day and but few’ scholars were present.
to say that both terms were conducted by the teacher in charge 
in a systematic manner and with his usual success.
District No. 7. Kimball’s Corner.
Fall and Winter Terms.—Both taught by Miss Addie Hill.
Nearly the same scholars attended both terms, and though 
they arc nearly all small yet they were well advanced for their 
ages, and under the careful instruction of Miss Hill fair progress 
was made in all branches studied.
District No. 8.—Bog Mill.
Summer Term—Miss Helen M. Higgins, teacher. We found 
the school at our first visit composed of small scholars and quite 
backward, with a few exceptions, but under perfect control of the 
teacher. The recitations were rather poor and the scholars not 
seeming to understand fully the work before them. The teacher 
was in earnest, livid in her explanations of work and meaning of 
words. Miss Higgins worked hard and faithfully and the result 
was apparent at the end of the term, and much improvement was 
manifest in all the classes. We hope to see this teacher in our 
schools again.
Winter Term.—Alpheus Boothby, teacher. Length of term. 
14 weeks. Number attending, 35. Mr. Boothby is a teacher of 
large experience and prepared to be of great benefit to this 
school and district, and his earnest efforts, seconded by the 
parents of the district, could not fail to meet with success. We 
have never seen this school in a more prosperous condition.
District No. 9. Cobb District.
Miss Georgiana Bounds taught both the Summer and Winter 
terms in this district to the entire satisfaction of the committee. 
The classes in Arithmetic and Geography gave the best evidence 
of thorough training. The class of beginners in Grammar also 




Mr. 'I'. V. Smith taught the Summer term.
West Buxton.District No. 12.
im-
T  Mr. Smith is well 
known in this district, Ijaving taught several terms previous,to the 
entire satisfaction of scholars, parents and committee. I'he 
teacher is a worker and the examination in Arithmetic, Gram 
mar and Geography was highly satisfactory.
Mr. Everett 1*. Elwell taught the Winter Term. Mr. Elwell 
secured the good-will and confidence of his scholars by the kind­
ness he manifested in governing them, and his faithful labors for 
their advancement. We thought he erred in allowing some of 
his smaller class to advance too rapidly, this we think true of a 
class of beginners in Grammar also a class of beginners in Arith­
metic. but the recitations of the more advanced classes were 
wholly satisfactory. Writing was carefully and very successfully 
taught.
term
but four or five scholars attended.
term ami do justice to all parties.
District No. 11.
'I'he Summer term was taught by Miss Minnie E. Clark, who 
taught the two previous Summer terms in this district. This 
school, though short, was profitable, and Miss Clark ranks 
among our best informed and most successful teachers.
'I'he Eall term was taught by Miss Annie 0. Robinson. Miss 
Robinson is an excellent teacher and her scholars made good 
provement. At the closing examination we. were gratified to 
meet the agent and other members of the district who came in 
t<> witness the exercises. The visitors were pleased, the teacher 
encouraged, and the children not only enjoyed it but were bene­
fit ted. We hope our friends will continue to visit their school 
and others will join them ami the wise practice will soon become 
the rule in all the other schools in the town.
On examination those present showed unusual thoroughness, es­
pecially in Arithmetic and Geography. We have seldom seen 
the principles of Arithmetic so well demonstrated.
Winter Term.—('. A. L. Treadwell, teacher. For some reason, 
not satisfactorily explained to the committee, there was not a 
union of feeling ami action between the teacher and the mem­
bers of tin* district, and as a natural result the school was not a 
success. 'I'he teacher seemed to be anxious to do his best and 
labored to benefit the school, but during the last half of the 
it diminished in numbers and in interest and at its close




was taught by Mr. O. O. Owen,
District No. 15. Dear box’s Hill.
Miss Addie Hill taught the Summer term. She is a faithful 
teacher aud did good work in this school. Special notice is due 
a class of beginners in Grammar, each member of which mani­





The Summer term was taught by Miss Linnie C. Clay. This 
school was visited but once, the teacher being offered a situation 
in another locality, accepted it, and in consequence closed her 
school quite abruptly without notifying the committee. Miss
District No. 12. West Buxton.
The Winter term is still in session under the instruction of 
Mr. E. C. Frost, a competent and faithful teacher. With pleas­
ure and satisfaction we listened to the recitations in the various 
branches, examined at a recent visit. The classes in Geography 
and Grammar, especially, did themselves honor. The smaller 
children also received their full share of attention and made 
good improvement. The following notes were made by the com­
mittee: Order excellent, scholars studious, and recitations of 
more than average excellence.
This district has been especially fortunate the past year in the 
selection of its teachers, and much credit is due the agent, not 
only for his care in selecting teachers but for his interest in the 
schools. He has visited every term and encouraged the scholars 
to make the most of their opportunities by offering rewards to 
such as made the most progres in their studies.
District No. 13. Bar Mills.
Summer Term.—Lucy A. Milliken, Teacher. Miss Milliken 
is an old and successful teacher, and taught this school with her 
usual aptness.
There seemed to be a listlessness and apparent dislike of the 
school-room on the part of the pupils, which proved rather det­
rimental to the appearance of the school.
A Vinter Term.—Ira Milliken, Teacher. School still in session. 
Mr. Milliken labored zealously for the welfare of his pupils, and 
we think he did a good work. The scholars appeared studious 
and interested, though uneasy and backward in recitation. The 
attendance upon this school this year has been very goodfor this 
district.
26
Her school commenced well
that the discipline
('lay is an experienced and successful teacher, well known and 
appreciated as such in this town.  
and we doubt not was successful.
Winter Tenn.—Wilbur C. Waterman, teacher. This term 
is still in session, under the tuition of .Mr. Waterman, an honest, 
well-meaning, pains-taking instructor. At our first visit we 
found the school progressing well, but at the closing examination 
it was evident that pupils had gone over more pages than they 
understood. Wo regret to say that the earnest endeavors put 
forth by the teacher were not fully appreciated by the school, and 
 was not what it should be.
South Grammar.
Summer 'Perm.— Isaac A. Clough, Teacher. Mr. Clough 
entered upon his work his accustomed energy. At our first visit 
we found the school in a very prosperous condition, which con­
tinued for eleven weeks, when a vacation of four weeks was had, 
which changed the appearance of the school very much. Those 
present at the closing examination made a very creditable show­
ing.
Miss Nellie C. Davis taught the Winter term. We were much 
pleased with the appearance of the school at a visit near its com­
mencement. The order was excellent, the scholars well classed, 
the method of instruction good, and the room neat and inviting. 
We are very sorry not to be able to report the progress made. 
We received no notice of its close and hence made no closing ex­
amination. Let agents remember their duty requires them to 
notify the committee of the beginning and closing of schools.
In concluding this report we would again endeavor to impress upon 
yourminds the importance of parents taking a more active interest in 
the schools. That we should regularly visit the schools our children 
attend is not a point to be argued, but a thing to be done. Their 
usefulness requires it: we owe it to ourselves and our children to spend 
at least one day of each term in listening to their recitations and wit­
nessing the progress they are making in their studies.
We would not intimate that parents are indifferent to their schools 
or wanting interest in them in a general way. for such is not the case. 
They support them with liberal appropriations, and no doubt feel that 
they do their whole duty towards them, but we think this whole duty 
includes one or more personal visits to each term of school. Such 
visits would furnish both scholars and teachers with just that stim­
ulus and encouragement needful to the highest success of the school.
Again, the law provides that “no person shall be employed as a 
school master unless he shall produce to the agent employing him. a 
certificate from the Superintending School Committee.” We regard 





on the part of agents would frequently save trouble to all concerned.
To aid agents in complying with this law we propose to hold our 
meeting early, the coming year, for the examination of teachers, that 
they may be supplied with certificates to present agents employing 
them. We hope agents will bear this in mind and be governed ac­
cordingly.
Again, we call your attention to the fatal effects resulting from the 
common practice of having vacations. In more than a third of our 
Summer schools vacations from two to six weeks have occurred, which 
materially lessened the interest of the pupils. Schools which opened 
under the very best auspices have been nearly ruined by this arrange­
ment, therefore we would respectfully offer the following suggestions 
for your consideration :
Districts having $225 or more apportioned should make arrange­
ments for three terms a year, to wit: A Spring, Fall and Winter 
term; and those districts having less than the above mentioned sum 
will do better to have but two terms, to wit: A Spring or Fall term 
and a Winter term; such terms to commence so as to close respect­
ively, the last week in June, the third week in November, and the last 
week in February. And we further recommend that no Summer or 
Fall term be less than eight weeks or more than twelve weeks. This 
arrangement would give us a uniformity in our terms of school, and 
no school would be in session during the months of July and August, 
which certainly should not be. Again, we would recommend adjoin- 
ng districts to hold their Spring and Fall terms alternately, where con­
venient, so that scholars may go back and forth from one district to 
another, thus giving us larger and better schools.
We also meet with the too common error, and that is the constant 
and repeated change of teachers. A majority of our schools have 
short terms, and a good teacher just gets his scholars down to solid 
work, when he is obliged to give them up to another, to be carried 
over the same ground but by an entirely different method, for no two 
teachers are just alike, consequently pupils make but slight advance 
from term to term.
Many of the teachers employed have proved themselves to be pos­
sessed of the requisite faculties to govern and instruct successfully, 
and such, when supported by the judicious co-operation of parents 
and scholars, have invariably succeeded.
The Committee hereby give notice that they will be in session at 
the school-house, at Buxton Centre, on Saturday, March 17 and 31, 
at 1 o’clock P. M., for the examination of teachers for Summer 
Schools, and Aug. -1, and Nov. 3 at the same place and hour above 
mentioned, for examination of teachers for Fall and Winter Schools, 
and no certificate will be granted to any teacher unless they are 
present at one of these examinations.
Respectfully submitted,
HORACE HARMON.
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